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origin and real history of these theories, I found them
to rest upon a very slender philosophical foundation,
but at the same time they might be shown to have
been extremely powerful both for good and for evil.
One of the characteristics most definitely associated
with Nature and her Law was simplicity, and thus
the theories of which I am speaking brought about
(though less in England than in other countries)
many valuable reforms of private law, by simplifying
it and clearing it from barbarous technicalities. They
had, further, a large share in the parentage of Inter-
national Law, and they thus helped to mitigate in
some small degree the sanguinary quarrelsomeness
which has accompanied the human race through the
whole course of its history. But, on the other hand,
they in my judgment unnerved the human intellect,
and thus made it capable of the extravagances into
which it fell at the close of the eighteenth century.
And they certainly gave a false bias to all historical
inquiry into the growth of society and the develop-
ment of law.

It had always been my desire and hope to apply
the Historical Method to the political institutions of
men. But, here again, the inquiry into the history of
these institutions, and the attempt to estimate their true
value by the results of such an inquiry, are seriously